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The Humble Petition of the Captains, Commanders, aud Owners 
' /of English Shipping, andother Sea-faring Men of this Nation. 
£ oy Sheweth, ; | - 
= - encamecessr, Hat when your Petitioners firſt ſaw that Act of Parliament wade in Anno 16 Ji. Intituled fn A for increaſe 
oo T WE of Shipping 3 and incouragement of the Navigation of this Nation, They had ropes tht their then languiſhipg 

E222/F> condition ſhould have bin thereby reſtored ; But having found by continued 1ad experience, that notwith- 
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S BE ſtanding the good intendments of that Act, The Navigation, and Trading Ships of this Nation, and conſe- 
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9 quently the imployment of your Petitioners have dayly declined, ar.d are row almoſt quite extir Ct ; 


Your Petitioners thought it hngh tame to adreſs themſelves to this Heoncurable Houſe, and do begg leave to lay open be- 
ore you, the occaſions by which the Parhaments good intenttons,and your Petitioners good hopes have bin fruſtrated. 
Firſt, That AC leaving the Trade of Exrope open, to be Navigated by any Ships belonging to the Subjects 
157 3 ofthis Common-wealth, without any reſtriction of the Nation, or quality of perſons by whom the ſaid Ships 
FA ſhould be Sailed, hath ſince the War with Sa put all forrai gne built Ships belonging to this Naticn into the 
6 hands of Dutch Maſters and Marriers : Becauic ihe Marchants who imploy the tad Ships, ſuppoſed their 
Tradeduring this War could not be otherwiſe ſecured. | 
Sccondly, That Opinion of the Marchants hath occaſioned from time to time their imployment ofultitude of Forrain S hips, under 
pretended and fraudulent Bils of Sale. _— 4 
{ Thirdly, The Act of Parliament leaving the power ot Seizure of Ships and Geeds,(which by vertue of that A were ſeizable)to any per- 
ns whatſoever : the Proprietors of the {aid Ships and Goods, have appointed Contidents of their own, to make the firſt Seizure pf them : 
| nd by not Proſecuting ſuch Seizure, have made null the goed intention of the Law, : 1 
EE By means whereof, | | | 
+ Firſt, Your Petitioners and their Families are ſadly imporeriſt ed for want «i ct. 
- Secondly, The moſt part of the good ſerviceable Ships of this Nation are decayed, and Men are totally diſcouraged from building others; 
* Thirdly, The educating of Seamen (to provide afucceffon ot them, both for the ſervice ofthe State, and Trade)is neceſſarily ne Jected, 
- Fourthly, Vaſt ſums of mony are drayned from the Stock of this Nation, by the Frejghts of thoſe Forrain Ships on which the Srrade Is 
driven. 
For vo Prevention of which inconveniences, your Petitioners do moſt humbly pray, that it may pleaſe this Hincurable Horſe to be a means, that it may 
| e Enadted, . : 4 
| Firſt, That no Ships may be deemed to belong to the SubjeRts of this Cemmon-wealth as Cwners, but ſuch as are ſailed both out ar.d home 
by a Maſter, and at leaſt three quarters parts ofthe Mariners who are Natives, Subjects of icme of the Nominions thereot. 
\ Secondly, Thatthe Statutes of the 5th year of King Richard the 24. and the 34 C 4 ard of the 47 of Henry the 7th and the 10th Chap. 
for the preſervation of the Navigation of this Nation, may be revived, ahd re-inforced, | 
- | Thirdly, That no Fiſh whatſoever taken by the Subjects of this Cen'mcn-wealth, either at heme or abroad, may be permitted to be tran» 
ſported to any forraigne Market, upon any forraigne Ships whatſoever, | | A | 
'Fourthly, That a perfect Regiſter may preſently be taken of all forraigne Fottcemes which do now really belong to the Subjects. of this 
Common-wealth ; and a ſevere Prohibitzon be made, that no more may be bought for the future. : 
Fifthly, "That the Clauſe of the Ac of the year 1651. Tor condemnin 8 the Ship, Gunns, Tackle, and Apparell, for the ſake of any pro-. 
hibited goods that may be found in her, may be mcCeratcd and liniitted:ſo as the Cwners and Maſters of Ships belonging to the Subjets* 
of this Common-wealth, may not ſuffer for offences committed contrary to their knowledge and will. | "2h 
# Sixthly, That thoſe proviſions and remedies may by your wiſccrres be {o effeQually penned, with ſuch ſevere penalties and executions, as. 
may either totally diſcourage former tranſgrefſors trcm attempting the hike, or puniſh the new, accordwgto their merrits. = wo 
And then your Petitioners doubt not, but by the bleſſing of God, you fl all in a ſhort ttme ſee this Nation to abound again in the number of 
Trading-Ships, and Sea-men ; To the reſioring of the Glory, Strength, and Wealth of the Natiun, BE 
| 2 And your Petititwers, and thetr preſent dis 
ſtreſſed Families, ſhall ever pray, &c, 


bis Petition was ſubſcribed by a great number of Captains, Commanders, and Owners of Ships, and dei;vered Fryday the 8 of April, 165g, to the Grand 
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mittee for 7radetand the ſaid Commirtee thereupon made an Order, as followeth. {+ 


6D  Fryday the $ April 1659, eAt the Grand Committee for Trade, 1! 
{- © The Humble Petition of the ( aptains, Commarders, and Owners of Engliſh Shijirg, and other Sea-farimg Men of this N ation, was this day read. ; A 
Ordered, op bt FT is = ; 
: That the Petition be Referred to a Sub-( ommitice to conſider thereof;ard to hear what can be ſaid ty the Petitioners 10 make good their Petition: and to bring in. 
an Att, or ſeveral As (if they ſee Canſe) for redreſs of the inconveniences mentioned in this Petition; and. for the Advance of Trade, ard Navigaticn, * © 
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Mr. B'ague ” - _._ {4 Poolida-- - Mr. Charſeton Mr. Manbey Ald1man Thomſon - Or ary five of thems t0 meet itt 
Major G:neral Brown Mr, Gilbert larrard Mr. L obb Mr, Star.dley Hr; Sucklin © mh. io. y heme. r cn. Afuns; 


[ 
Y 
Lord Las nbe1 L - Mr. Banks Mr. Middleton - Mr, King - Mr. Morgan Mr.) Wiſe - | day nexts at 2of tle Cle | 


2 Col. Roflettor | Mr. Hubare - Mx 8cor _ Mr. Ricge " My. Nec, in the After noon.” | 
\ Aid. ackſcn, Mr. Alſop ! - Hr, Love CapF, Jones Ar,\Edward Baſcuyen et p . 
Toe : Kh LS . Jobn Smith Clatk of the Parte 
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